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Fig. 3. Distribution of Toxicodendron diversilobum and T. rydbergii in the Columbia River
gorge of Oregon and Washington and location of intergrades between them. (See text, page 423).
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contaminated with the poison ivy plants’ oily toxin.

e Poison ivy is NOT contagious, and does NOT spread by
scratching.

¢ Encourage children to not scratch, as scratching can
introduce bacteria into the rash, causing a bacterial skin
infection.

According to pediatrician Vincent Iannelli, M.D., “A severe rash
from poison ivy may keep a child out of school for a day or two,
but it won't be because the rash is contagious. Instead, a severe
poison ivy rash, especially one that involves the face, might
cause enough swelling, redness, or blisters, that a child might
simply not want to be seen in school until it gets better.”

Ref: Iannelli, V. (2014, May 6). Is Poison Ivy Contagious,
Poison Ivy Questions and Answers. Retrieved September 5,
2014, from http://pediatrics.about.com/od/poisonivy/a/is-
poison-ivy-contagious.htm

Back To School . .. With Zanfel

The severe itching of a poison ivy rash can bring learning to a
grinding halt. Likewise body image issues caused by the rash
(especially if on the face) can make a child want to stay home
from school.

Zanfel Poison Ivy Wash can help reduce the impact of both of
these issues. All it takes is a 3 minute washing with Zanfel
(done at home before school, or in the School Nurse’s office), to
stop the itching, and start the healing process. Zanfel Poison
Ivy Wash is a SOAP, which is safe for children, has no
contraindications, and no side effects.

Zanfel has free educational resources on poison ivy, oak, and
sumac available for School Nurses, Teachers, Scout Leaders,
and Parents. Help your kids stay poison ivy free by ordering
these materials. To order, call 1-800-401-4002, menu option
one, or email dboelman@zanfel.com

Coming Soon - Poison Ivy’s Colorful
Autumn Leaves

Autumn is almost here. Poison ivy leaves are usually some of
the first leaves to change colors at the beginning of autumn.
They typically turn from green to yellow, and then to a brilliant
red. When you go hiking or are near woods this time of year,
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